SHERBORNE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1942. 


This  Report  is  prepared  on  the  lines  asked  for  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  in  Circular  2773.  In  accordance  with  his 
directions  most  information  usually  contained  in  the  Report  is 
omitted  and  filed  for  future  reference. 

Noel  F.  Pearson  M.R.C.S. ,L.R.C.P. ,D,P.H. ,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  since  January  1941  was  called  up  for  service  in  the 
Army  on  the  31st  October,  1942.  Gilbert  Bodley  Scott,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.  was  appointed  Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  from 
2nd  November,  1942. 

Infectious  Disease 

No  particular  remarks  are  called  for  in  connection  with 
the  incidence  of  major  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  Of 
the  seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  five  were  admitted  to 
Vine  House  Isolation  Hospital,  Sturminster  Newton,  administered 
by  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Hospital  Board  (of  which  your  Authority 
is  a  constituent  member).  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  ^ere  notified 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  Scheme  which  makes 
immunisation  free  of  cost  available  to  all  children  between  the 
ages  of  one  and  fifteen  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  75%  of  children  of  school  age  had 
received  treatment  and  65^  of  children  under  school  age. 

Scabies 


This  is  not  a  statutory  notifiable  disease  and  therefore 
it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  prevalence  of  the  condition  in  the 
area.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Sick  Bay  during  the  year, 
however,  gives  some  indication  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease. 

From  the  North  Dorset  District  113  cases  of  Scabies  were  admitted 
during  1942,  20  of  these  being  from  the  Sherborne  Rural  District. 

More  cases  than  this  no  doubt  occurred,  but  school  returns  showed  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  incidence,  especially  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  when  a  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  had  been 
anticipated. 

Sanitary  Work 

A  vacancy  occurred  in  the  post  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  in  April  owing  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  K.R.  Blackmore. 

Mr.  J,  D.  Collins  succeeded  him  and  commenced  duties  on  the  1st  May, 
1942. 


Meat  Inspection 

Arrangements  for  post  mortem  inspection  have  not  been  entiiei 
satisfactory,  and  consideration  was  to  be  given  to  the  matter  with  a 
view  to  effecting  an  improvement. 


/over 


Water  Supplies 


The  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Health  was  sought  for 
permission  to  proceed  with  the  proposed  new  scheme  at  Bradford 
Abbas,  but  was  not  granted  as  it  was  considered  that  such  works 
were  not  justified  in  present  circumstances. 

Evacuation 

Good  use  continued  to  be  made  of  The  Beeches  Hostel  which 
provides  accommodation  for  children  presenting  billeting  difficul¬ 
ties. 


Ready  reciprocal  use  by  all  the  Authorities  in  North 
Dorset  of  the  various  Hostels  and  Nurseries  within  the  several 
districts  has  again  been  achieved  by  the  ready  goodwill  and  mutual 
assistance  of  the  Chief  Billeting  Officers. 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  courtesy  and  help  afforded  to  me  by  your  Council  and  Officers. 


G.  B.  SCOTT, 


30th  June,  1943. 


Temporary  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


